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Classroom Activity Guide
Career Expert Files



Reading Levels
Grade 

Reading 
Level

Grade 
Level 

Equivalent

Interest 
Level by 

Grade

What Auto Mechanics  
Need to Know Q 5 4 – 7

What Chefs Need to Know Q 5 4 – 7

What Construction Managers  
Need to Know Q 5 4 – 7

What Farmers Need to Know P 5 4 – 7

What Firefighters Need to Know Q 5 4 – 7

What Nurse Practitioners  
Need to Know P 5 4 – 7

What Pilots Need to Know P 5 4 – 7

What Veterinarians Need to Know Q 5 4 – 7

Every career—from plumber to rocket scientist—
has one thing in common. It takes an expert to 
do the job well. Career experts are people who 
know what it takes to get fix it, make it, manage 
it, grow it, rescue it, heal it, operate it, serve it, 
or do it. 

Sometimes it takes years of college study to 
learn what they need to know. Other times 
people learn by working alongside other career 
experts. On-the-job training and experience seal 
the deal. No matter how they learn the ropes,  
it takes a career expert to do any job well.

Career Expert Files gives middle grade reads a 
chance to find out what they need to know in order 
to succeed in eight high-interest career fields:

• What Auto Mechanics Need to Know
• What Chefs Need to Know
• What Construction Managers Need to Know
• What Farmers Need to Know
• What Firefighters Need to Know
• What Nurse Practitioners Need to Know
• What Pilots Need to Know
• What Veterinarians Need to Know

Each book unpacks information about:
• Career background
• Special skills and training
• Tools of the trade
• Safety considerations
• Career opportunities

The Know-It-All Guide  
to Career Success!

THE CAREER EXPERT FILES REPRODUCIBLE MASTERS 
PROVIDE TOOLS FOR HELPING STUDENTS COMPILE THEIR 
OWN CAREER EXPERT FILE IN A THREE-STEP PROCESS:

Career Clues for Kids (8 titles)  
series invites students to connect 
their own interests, abilities, and 
curiosities with ten topic-related 
careers introduced in each book.

Choose a Career Adventure  
(8 titles) introduces cool careers 
in some of America’s coolest 
places like Hollywood, the 
Military, NASA, and the  
White House.

Emerging Tech Careers  
(8 titles) introduces tomorrow’s 
high-tech opportunities today!

Find Your Future in STEAM 
(5 titles) introduces careers 
related to Science, Technology, 
Engineering, the Arts, and 
Mathematics.

Get a Job (6 titles) introduces 
surprising opportunities in 
familiar places like the Airport, 
Construction Site, Grocery  
Store, Hospital, Landfill, and 
Shopping Mall.

World of Work (16 titles) 
introduces students to each  
of the nationally recognized 
career clusters.

To order books go to:  
www.brightfuturespress.com

More Middle Grade  
Career Exploration

Draw

Soft Skills Sleuths (8 titles) 
encourages interactive 
exploration of eight critical  
soft skills through imaginative, 
game-like investigations.
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What are three things ________
_________ 

career experts need to know?

1

2

3

What kinds of tools do ________
_________ 

career experts need to do their job?

1

2

3

How do ________
_________ career experts 

learn to do their jobs?

What is one way that _______
__________ 

stay safe on the job?

If you were a ________
_______ career expert, what kind of job would you want to have?

I read the book: What _______________________ Need to Know. 
            (title of book you read)

Name
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My Career Expert File: STOP and THINK
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I read the book: What _______________________ Need to Know. 
            (title of book you read)

Name

Consider what the world would be like 
without ________________________ experts. 
Describe your thoughts below: 

Think about how ________________________ 
experts make the world a better place  
and share your ideas here:

My Career Expert File: REFLECT and WRITE

Imagine that you were a ________________________ expert.  
Use the space below to describe what it would be like.
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Imagine yourself as a ________________________ career expert.  
Draw a picture of yourself succeeding in this career.

I read the book: What _______________________ Need to Know. 
            (title of book you read)

Name

My Career Expert File: IMAGINE and DRAW


